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When I was informed of my diplomatic posting in
April, 2004 to Japan, I was filled with apprehension
because Japan is too far away from Malawi and I was
not sure whether I was going to enjoy my stay. I was
working at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Malawi and was heading
the Europe, Commonwealth and Australasia Desk.

Barely two and a half months later, when I look back, I couldn’t have
been posted at a better mission! The people are very friendly, most
of them are ready to say ohayo gozaimasu when you meet them in
the neighbourhood where I stay, although communication for proper
sentences is still a problem.

When I arrived in Japan, a month later, I was surprised to be invited
by the Japanese at the nsima wo taberu kai. 1 met many cheerful
Japanese who had different stories to say about their stay in our country,
Malawi, the Warm Heart of Africa!

It is encouraging to note that the members of this association still
spare their time to reminisce about the time they spent in Malawi. We
don’t take the time you volunteered to work in Malawi for granted.
Malawi is a poor country which is faced with many challenges. There is
poverty, illiteracy, HIV/AIDS pandemic, just to mention a few.

We therefore need concerted efforts with friendly governments like
Japan to tackle these challenges. Lobi in Dedza is an example of what
efforts by a friendly government can do. It was a dry, rural area with no
vegetables, nothing whatsoever. Now, it’s flourishing with vegetables,
fruits and general improvement because of Japanese volunteers.In this
regard, it is my hope that, as people who have been in Malawi already,
you need to assist the Embassy in its endeavour to woo Japanese inves-
tors and attract tourists.

Assist us in seeking funds to do small projects like rehabilitation of
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school blocks and rural villages. You know
what! To rehabilitate a school block can cost
six hundred thousand yen per block, but this
can go a long way to assist children who have
no classes and are having their lessons under a
tree.

Finally, I wish you all the best in your daily
endeavours and do not remember Malawi on
nsima party day only, but try to remember it
every day.

Domo Arigato Gozaimasu
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