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As always, it is an honour and privilege to contribute to the ‘Kwacha Bulletin’. T am most grateful
to the Chief Editor for considering to include my message in the March issue which will mark the 20th
anniversary of the founding of the MALAWI SOCIETY OF JAPAN on February 26th, twenty years ago.

It is sad that at the time of preparing my contribution, I received the news of the passing away of
Japan’s first Ambassador to the Republic of Malawi and also the first chairman of the Malawi Society of Japan
late Mr. Toshio Urabe. The former Ambassador passed away on 8th February from a heart failure at the age
of 90. A special message of condolence was sent to Mrs. Urabe and the bereaved family. The fruits of the
pioneering work of the former Ambassador are obvious for posterity to appreciate.

Allow me to congratulate the founding members of the ‘Malawi Society of Japan’ on their strategic
vision. The establishment of the Society was a result of deep sense of wisdom and ingenuity. The founding
members had in their mind the need for continuity and the importance of deepening the cultural understanding
between the peoples of Malawi and Japan.

All of us know that cultural differences can cause serious social problems. It is only when people
appreciate other people’s cultures that their cooperation can deepen. I am always overwhelmed by the selfless
spirit of the Japanese people. I want to endorse the kind and encouraging remarks which were made by Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi on January 31st 2003 when delivering his annual State address to the Diet. I
quote: “In any age it is always the young people with the spirit of self-help and self-discipline, concern for
others, and high aspiration who pioneer to a new era. It is people who are the engine for reform. Whether it
be a young man teaching mathematics and physics in the Republic of Malawi in Africa, or a woman employed
in healthcare guidance in a village in the southern regions of Mexico, there are currently approximately 2,400
members of the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers (JOCV) who, in harsh environments with different
cultures and values to those of Japan, are contributing to nation-building in developing countries.” unquote.

There is nothing more to add for us in Malawi but to commend the government and people of Japan
for their selfless commitment to the people of Malawi.

I count myself lucky and privileged that my government considered me suitable to represent the
people of Malawi in this great country. Working in Japan is a lifetime and memorable opportunity

On behalf of the President of the Republic of Malawi His Excellency Dr. Bakili Muluzi, the
government and people of Malawi, kindly extend my deep-felt congratulation on the founding of the “Malawi
Society of Japan™.

I wish you the best in the New Year 2003 and may God bless.

N

U

[

Ambassador J. J. Chikago
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