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Allow me on behalf of His Excellency Dr. Bakili Muluzi, President
of the Republic of Malawi and also current Chairperson of the Southern
Africa Development Community (SADC), the government and people of
the Republic of Malawi to express my heartfelt thanks and deep sense of
appreciation for inviting me to contribute t§ KWACHA BULLETIN” for
the month of March 2002.

I arrived in Japan in the company of my wife Margaret and three
children on transfer from South Africa on January 10th, 2002 where I served
as Malawi's Ambassador for four years. Upon my arrival it was obvious that
serving as Ambassador in this great country is indeed a singular life time
honour and privilege.

You may wish to know that my mission unlike those of my predecessors
is to promote trade, investments and tourism for my country. Malawi as a
country which you know well became a democracy in 1994 with Dr. Bakili
Muluzi as our first democratically elected President. President Dr. Bakili
Muluzi and his government have a vision to alleviate poverty among the
overwhelming majority in Malawi.

I salute the humble and honourable role the Malawi Society of Japan
set for itself; that of acting as a forum for the dissemination of news on
developments in Malawi. Allow me to congratulate the founders of this
important organisation on their love for Malawi and its people.

To me the Malawi Society of Japan is the real Embassy of the Republic of
Malawi. My job and that of my colleagues at the Embassy in Takanawa Kaisei
Building is similar to that of maintenance teams. Our job is to feed you with
information and you communicate to the wider community in Japan.

Having stayed and offered your distinguished services to the grass root
community in my country, you will be the very first to agree with me on the
challenges which came about from differences in cultural backgrounds and

beliefs. You were able to see how cultures acted as a barrier to positive effort.

1EI 1000000000000000 James John ChikagoOOOOOOOOO
pgoooooooobooooooooyUoooooooooooooo
oooooooo

MESSAGE FROM MR. JAMES JOHN CHIKAGO

AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE OF THE REPUBLIC OF MALAWI TO THE

MALAWI SOCIETY OF JAPAN

Of equal importance is the influence of cultural beliefs on trade, investment
and tourism.

Any investor whether from Africa, Europe, Asia or Japan is risk averse.
There is a saying in business which says, foreign capital is shy and afraid of
obvious risks.” Indeed investors and tourists choose traditional markets and
holiday destinations for assured safety.

My considered opinion is that apart from JICA volunteers who are
honourable members of the Malawi Society of Japan, who else could go on
holiday to Malawi with confidence on safety? Who else would know that
Malawians are by nature friendly and helpful people?  Who else would know
that Malawi has its own sea port at Nacala in Mozambique and a dry port near
the port of Dar-es-Salaam at Mbeya in Tanzania. Who else would know that
Malawi is a strategic location for the manufacture of consumer goods for its
extensive inland market in Sub-Saharan Africa. It is only through members
of the Malawi Society of Japan; the selfless JICA volunteers who returned
to Japan after offering their distinguished services to the ordinary people of
Malawi.

While I await the honour and privilege of presenting the instruments of
my Mission to His Majesty The Emperor, my mind is focussing on a strategy
to be presented for discussion with the members of the Malawi Society of
Japan at the appropriate time.

My President, His Excellency Dr. Bakili Muluzi, the first democratically
elected President of the Republic of Malawi, his government and people of
Malawi send their warm greetings to you all.
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