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Establishment of the Malawi Embassy in Tokyo

In recognition of the existing friendly political and economic ties between Malawi
and Japan, the Malawi Government decided to open a resident mission in Japan. The
main purpose of the Embassy, which is based in Tokyo, is to promote cultural further
strengthen these ties exchanges in order to enhance greater international understanding

and cooperation.

Prior to the opening of the mission, an appraisal team visited Japan in
August/September 1991 to work out a programme of setting up an office in Tokyo. Three
diplomats and their families arrived in Tokyo on 5 February 1992. The Malawi Embassy
was opened on 6 February 1992 at temporary offices and later moved to its present

premises on 2 March 1992.

His Excellency the Ambassador and his family arrived in Tokyo on 6 May 1992. A few days
later, he paid a courtesy call on the Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs. The Ambassador
presented his letter of credence to His Majesty the Emperor on 29 June 1992 at the
Imperial Palace. During the occasion, the Ambassador presented to the Emperor members

of staff of the Malawi Embassy.

Among the first engagements which the Ambassador attended was the "Nsima party" on 4
July 1992 organized by the Malawi Society of Japan at Hiroo to which all Embassy staff
and their families were also invited. This was a very colourful occasion although at
one solemn moment the Ambassador joined Mr Akiyama in laying wreaths in remembrance
of JOCV volunteers who passed away while on service overseas. Apart from eating
"NSIMA" made from yellow corn flour, the gathering enjoyed a number of shows put up
by ex-volunteers including singing, memories of Malawi and quiz sessions. Scenic
photographs on aspects of Malawi were presented to the Ambassador. It was indeed a

memorable and joyous occasion.

On 6 July 1992, the Malawi Embassy hosted a reception in Tokyo to commemorate Malawi’
s 28th Anniversary of Independence. Over 100 people attended the reception. Apart
from diplomats, a number of ex-volunteers of the Malawi Society of Japan attended the
reception. At the function, Mr T Akiyama, Vice chairman of Malawi Japan Association

proposed a toast to the continued goodrelations between Japan and Malawi.

One of the main functions of the Embassy is to promote trade and investment between
Malawi and Japan. In this respect, the Embassy plans to hold an investment seminar
on Malawi for potential investors. The seminar will consider the new investment
policies in Malawi and discuss its continuing economic liberalization policy.
An exhibition of Malawi products which can be exported to Japan is also

being planned. Tourism will also be featured.

Malawi 1is one of the major recipients of Japanese volunteers under
programmes by JOCV. The success of this programme is a reflection
of the high caliber and dedication of volunteers recruited by the
Japanese Government and their fond recollections of the friendly
and peaceful environment of the "Warm Heart of Africa". The

Embassy will strive to enhance this technical cooperation.

MALAWI EMBASSY
TOKYO JAPAN 4 Aug. 1992
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