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I have been in Japan for 2 years
and 4 months since my arrival to
take up my diplomatic post as
Malawi’s Ambassador. First, I was
encouraged by the speed with
which the Government of Japan
processed presentation of my
Letters of Credentials to His
Majesty Emperor Akihito of Japan.

This reassured me of the cordial and close relationship that exists
between Malawi and Japan. One of the memories that came to
my mind was the huge human resource capital that Malawi
Government has received from Japan, through Japan Overseas
Cooperation Volunteers (JOCV).

From 1971, Malawi has received a total of 1,793 Japanese
Volunteers working in all sectors of the economy. These
volunteers have tremendously added value to the socio-economic
development of Malawi. So far, there are two former Japanese
Ambassadors and a number of other diplomats who have worked
in Malawi who are also a source of my inspiration and my
personal advisors in time of need when I seek better
understanding of Japanese traditions and culture. Both categories
now form the Malawi team and we work together as colleagues
and Ambassadors for Malawi in Japan. Some of these
personalities are current members of the vibrant Malawi Society
of Japan (MS)J).

For the past two years I have been in Japan, Malawi Embassy
and Malawi Society of Japan have celebrated together in July as
‘NSIMA PARTY ¢ and Independence Day Anniversary for
Malawi. During such occasions, Malawians and the Japanese
community refresh their memories of their stay in Malawi and
discuss projects that they were involved in or continue to be
involved with. I therefore call upon all the ex-JOCVs to Malawi
to join the society where we all belong as a family.
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I will fail in my reporting if I do not include the developments
Malawi has gone through after my predecessor; Ambassador
Reuben Ngwenya posted an article in this Kwacha Magazine in
2012. Malawi’s economic development lies on principles of
inclusive leadership of His Excellency Professor Arthur Peter
Mutharika, President of the Republic of Malawi. Malawi has
from 2014 seen steady rise in infrastructure development in
road bituminization, airport expansion, diversification of crop
production and exploration of minerals such rare earth,
uranium, niobium, coal, bauxite and many more. The
Government of Malawi has put these minerals on the table for
prospective investors for consideration.

Although on a very small scale, I am pleased to mention that at
the moment, there are three ex-JOCVs who import from
Malawi and sell in Japan products such as coffee, honey and
baobab oil whose demand is high. I am in this regard extending
this opportunity to others to invest in Malawi by bringing the
processing industries for value addition. Big businesses you
see in Japan today started with individuals like you. Be an
entrepreneur with products from your second home, Malawi,
the Warm Heart of Africa, in Japan the other Warm Heart of
Asia. Thank you. (H.E. Grenenger K.M.Banda)
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