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It is a great honour and privilege for me to make
a statement in this magazine. I congratulate the
management team for this initiative that showcase
and promote friendship values between our beautiful
countries Japan and Malawi.
Let me mention from the outset, that I am only three
months in Japan as I arrived in May this year, but
what I have observed and discovered is very vast.
First, is the culture and the humble life style of
the Japanese people, both at work places and the
community at large, which have made my family
and I feel at home. Secondly, is the spirit of urgency
in dealing with issues, but very systematic and the
impressive lines of communication, have contributed
to the achievement of my goals of fostering the
relationship between our two peoples. It is a great
honour for me to have presented my letters of
credentials to His Majesty Emperor Akihito of Japan
just a month after my arrival, confirming the great
commitment by Japan and the excellent relations
between our countries.
Since this magazine is written by ex-volunteers
who have been to Malawi, let me take the
opportunity just to highlight further the development
programmes in the areas of trade and investment.
Malawi is now developing fast. This is due to His
Excellency Ngwazi Prof. Bingu wa Mutharika who
has taken the development stand on another scale as
he has prioritized some activities as“ Priorities within
Priorities”.
The mining sector is one of the priorities that the
government has embarked on as a driver to take
Malawi into a dominant exporter from a pre-
dominant importer. I am pleased to announce that

(Malawi Society of Japan)]

Malawi boasts a huge reserves of minerals ranging
from Rare earths, Iron ore, Niobium, Gold, traces
of Diamonds, Coal, Bauxite and Uranium among
others. As I write, with the help of JOGMEC and
JICA, mining activities have started in other areas
such as uranium. Other minerals explorations are at
advanced stage, and in others feasibility tests have
been done to assess commercial viability for such
ventures.

I don’t need to over emphasize that minerals
discovered in Malawi are on high demand in Japan
being a technologically advanced country.

What is even more encouraging for investors is
that the government has been reviewing policies in
investment attraction to smoothen and lessen the
hurdles of opening and establishing businesses in
Malawi. These can be accessed from our Embassy
right here in Tokyo.

On another note, the government realized that
in such a paradigm shift, we need to develop the
supporting infrastructure. Currently, there have been
massive road construction projects that have seen
some roads being upgraded to bitumen, some widen
and in other areas, new roads to enable access of
markets, transportation of vital commodities and
boosting tourism.

The Nsanje World Inland Port connecting Malawi
to the Indian ocean through our good neighbour
Mozambique, has been constructed to reduce
transport costs.

On the areas of communication availability, I am
also proud to say that Malawi has made great strides
in this area by having a growth in cell phone usage
and network coverage for internet in almost all parts
of the country.

There is much more that I could talk about, but the
point is that the government of Malawi has created
a lot of opportunities that weren’t discovered in
the past and therefore opportunities are there in all
fields of Health, Agriculture, Technology, Finance,
Industrial, Mining and Education just to mention a
few.

Finally, let me take this opportunity to say how
much we appreciate your selfless motives towards
the people of Malawi and we are always amazed
as I have earlier on said at the beginning of my
statement. My appeal to you all, is that please come
so that we can discuss and invest in this partnership.
My door is open and I am here for you all. Have a
blessed life.

Reuben Ngwenya
Ambassador of Malawi
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