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CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE TO THE
MEMBERS OF THE MALAWI SOCIETY OF
JAPAN ON THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
SOCIETY

I am honored and privileged to be asked to contribute a message of
goodwill in the "KWACHA" bulletin on the auspicious occasion of the
Society's 25th Anniversary.

The Malawi Society of Japan was founded twenty five years ago to
promote understanding between Malawi and Japan and to contribute
to the prosperity of both countries through, among other areas:
cooperation in culture, sports, economy and technology.

In your 25 years of existence, you have demonstrated that your
objectives are achievable. You have as a Society:

*Organized seminars and lectures;
*Organized the annual "Nsima Party" at which the Malawi

Ambassador gives a lecture and participates in a party celebrating
Malawi's National Day with the members of the Society, Malawi
diplomats and their families and Malawians living in Japan;
*Published bulletins, reports of seminars and other publications
including the "Kwacha" bulletin, and Chichewa-Japanese Dictionary
which is instrumental to Japanese going to Malawi; and

*Participated in exhibitions like Africa Festa and Global Festa where
you have exhibited many products including Malawi products and
literature.

On behalf of my Government and on my own behalf, I congratulate
you on these achievements on your 25th Anniversary. The Malawi
Government is very thankful for the great work that the Society is
doing to promote Malawi in Japan.

Since the Government of Japan started sending JOCV members to
Malawi in 1971, 1, 390 Japanese volunteers have participated in
the programmes making Malawi the highest recipient of Japanese
volunteers in Africa.
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We support the contribution of senior volunteers to our development
efforts and the contribution of a former Japanese volunteer, Mr.Kohei
Yamada, an artist, who worked with Malawi artists, and sang a song
on HIV/AIDS prevention "Ndimakukonda".

Whilst I am aware that Japanese volunteers continue to go to Malawi,
I wish to urge the members of the Society to re-double efforts in
promoting Malawi in Japan. All of you are Malawi's Ambassadors to
Japan. We cannot manage to visit each town and prefecture in Japan,
but with the thousand plus Japanese volunteers that have come back
home, I am sure that these are better placed to continue promoting the
"Warmth of Malawi" in Japan, as diplomats in Japan.

In 2008, Japan established a resident Embassy in Malawi. His
Excellency Ambassador Motoyoshi Noro is the first Ambassador of
Japan to Malawi. We wish him well to strengthen the Malawi Japan

remarkable efforts to fight poverty. For those volunteers that have
recently come back from Malawi, they can agree with me that Malawi's
development agenda of transforming the country from being a
predominantly importing and consuming economy to a predominantly
manufacturing and exporting economy is on track, partly due to the
assistance that we have received from friendly development partners
like Japan.

Finally, let me once again extend heartfelt congratulations to the
Society on its 25th Anniversary and for the "Kwacha" bulletin in its
40th publication.

Once again, my Government does recognize and commend the great
work that the Society is doing and continues to do.Please keep up the
good work for the mutual cooperation and benefit of our tw ocountries.

friendship.

Malawi continues to be a stable country and has been making
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