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MY ELEVEN DAYS'
WHIRL-WIND VISIT TO JAPAN

I was unfortunate that on my arrival in Tokyo it
should be raining.When the Pilot announced that we
would belanding at Narita Airport and that Tokyo was
cloudy that night, I glued my eyes to the poethole

but really could not see aniything. Ithought 'That's
bad' because really I was so anxious to catch a
glimpse of Tokyo from the sky at night.

Alas! it was raining and misty.

Anyway, I was not downhearted, in fact, I said 'Gosh'.
I wished the place could Land quickly and I should have
my first glimpse of Japan through Narita Airport from the
time it was being constructed to the time when it was
completed. Therefore, I was very much interested to see
the Airport with my own eyes. However, I was not prepared
for the magnificene of the place. To say the fact, I was
overwhelmed and speechless. All through my Immigration
& Customs formalities, I thought I was dreaming and that
I would wake up and see it was a dream. But no. It was

not a dream. I was really in Japan. I said to myself that

Japan was really tops. The Japanese people I was with on
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the plane assured me of a nice and enjoyable time in Japan

and I realized that they meant it. They assured me that I would love Japan, especially Kyoto, and true, I loved Kyoto. It is a

special city, so peaceful and green, The Shrine's gardens were so tranquil that they made you feel like staying there forever.

é /i/ci 11 [3 ﬁ\ Q) Despite universal feeling towards Japanese culture, I did not undergo any cultural shock myself. In fact, I blended in very well
17 Eﬂ L: ﬁ‘ij'7f ﬂi with the local people. The only thing that set me apart from them was colour, but that did not bother me because all the people I
7 met were very nice. Most of them were keen know where I had come from so I told them. Something I had make the first move myself
*\‘ éﬁ EH E%‘ ;ﬁ like "Konnichiwa! O genki desu ka? Watashi Wa Jere desu. Watashi Wa Malawi, Chuo Afurika kara kimashita. Watashi Wa JOCV Hisho To
%B‘ 7(@i\ LK;E%ik Site JICA Malawi Jimusho de Hataraitemasu". When I have said this Japanese, then all the people smile at me and then the tension
R ~ would be broken because they felt at ease with me. One other thing that made my Stay in Japan enjoyable was the fact that I could
t‘%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ L’%%ﬂﬁoo eat anything. I ate Sushi, Sashimi, Tofu, Sukiyaki, Eel with rice, Okonomiyaki, Oysters, Lobster, Culp, Tenpura. When I was
()B/()(} D) ék Eﬂ %j eating Sashimi, I tried it with Wasabi and it waS SO powerful that I could not eat any more.
%%Lj' %E:i U MD < So I just used Shoyu. And I never suffered from any side effects after taking that food. In fact, I noticed that I had gained
N additional weight!!.
HADIZHL A
50 i 7: 18 Elb: The other aspect I enjoyed most was the home-stay I did in Aichi and Osaka. I was very grateful because despite the fact that
- I was a stranger to some members of the families, I was warmly welcomed and shared everything with them. The host families were
ci J()(:\]‘gimgf% é% also grateful because they never had to worry on shat to feed me. I also had the chance to see a real Japanese Wedding ceremony.
gﬁﬁﬂ L,ﬁfﬁi % ﬁlq) I saw Hamamatsu where I had lunch of rice with grilled eel; Nagoya City; Toyota City and Aichi where I stayed with the Suzuki
N <3, . N family; Kyoto where I visited the shrines and was awed with the Kinkakuji (Golden Tmple) and Kiyomizudera; Osaka where I visited
B xZ T 72, 4

the Aquarium and saw a shark, dolphin, seal, penguin for the first time in my lefe and went on a boat and sailed around Osaka
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Bay. I was always afraid of water in the past but I put aside my fear because I did not want tO miss sailing on Pacific Waters

for the first time in my life also. I then went to Hiroshima and it was also super. I visited the Musetm and the Peace Memorial
park. I was sad because it felt like only yesterday that the holocaust occurred. However, I also liked Hiroshima because it was
quiet and peaceful. I was also able Lo sail in the hovercraft on the Ota river. I saw the Atomic Bomb blast's surviving Dome
and went around the Hiroshima Gardens. You could not believe that the whole area around that place had once been razed to the

ground by the bomb. Japan must be praised for the ability to rebuild and to make life go on for its people as it has done in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. I was not able to visit Nagasaki. But I hope next time I will be able to visit Kyusyu, also see the

snow in Hokkaido, visit the outer Japan and see the rice paddy and see Mount Fuji. I want to have home-stay in the rural Japan
and experience the Typhoon!

All in all, my visit, though short, was rewarding and I will cherish the memories of Japan for a long time to come. If ever

another chance comes my way to visit your country again, it will be like coming home. The country is tops.The people are nece,
friendly but shy. The technology development is awesome. I was stunned to see the result of Japan's land reclamation and to be
told that the road we were travelling on, ten years ago, it was but ocean. I saw the new development site where new high-rise
buildings are going up and I was told that the land was reclaimed from Tokyo Bay. I felt that there was no other country to
beat Japan when it comes to technology.

Let me sum up my impression and wish. If I had to live in Japan, I think I would choose Hiroshima followed by Kyoto.
Maybe because I ded not have the chance to stay in Tokyo for more then one day. But Tokyo isu awesome. The size of
popple, cars, buildings, etc. would be too much for me. I am even failing to explain to the people and friends
here in Malawi about Japan. I just shake my head because up to now the beauty and magnificene of your country is

overwhelming. I explain that you have to live with the Japanese to know and understand them better. Now I do
myself.
Till we meet again - God willing,

It is Sayonara
JICA MALAWI JIMUSHO //’

KWACHA
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New air malawi aircraft
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