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The large envelope bearing
Japanese postage stamps
looked the same as those
collected by officials of the
Depertment of Intermation
each day from Box 494,
Blantyre. It was heavier than
usual, but even this happens
from time to time.

But there was a surprise for
them. Inside this envelope was a
publication from Japan -Malawi, The
Warm Heart of Africa, printed in
English. The rest of the characters
were Japanese.

The cover bears a picture of a
smiling child, full of health and
happiness — a Malawian child.

Everybody was keen to look at this
publication and later read what could
be read in Latin script.

Spread between the inside front
cover and the first page is a full color
picture of Mulanje Mountain with a
ploughed field in the foreground.
One cannot mistake the scenely of
Mulanje in all its majesty on a sunny
day.

The caption to the picture is in
Japanese characters, however.

On the second page is a fullpage
map showing Malawi in grey
shedding. The title of the map is
indJapanese characters, but the

nurses paintents at Nsanje hospital

VOLUNTEERS DEPICT MALAWI
TO FELLOW JAPANESE

bordering countries are shown in
Latin script whichis used in Malawi.
The third page carries the Malawi
flag in full brightcolours as well as
a map of Malawi showing physical
features, also in English and Latin
script.

Another outline map of Malawi
is on the next two pages showing
Karonga, Nyika, Mzuzu, Lilongwe,
Zomba and Blantyre. And radiating
from the map are arrows towards
pictures of zebra on Nyika Plateau,
the lakeshore road showing a giant
baobab tree around Karonga, a lake
scene at Salima, pleasure craft on
the lake at Club Makokola, bus on
the tar road with Zomba Mountain in
the background, and a street scene
on Victoria Avenue in Blantyre City.
The pictures are black and white, but
clear and very recognizable.

Subsequent pages show pictures
of a woman with a child, carried with
"mbeleko", a group of porters of the
last century carrying ivory, St.Michael
and All Angels Church of Blantyre
Mission. The famous stained glass
window of the C.C.A.P. Church at
Livingstonia Mission in Rumphi,
Rev. John Chilembwe with his wife
and childe, a lone zebra, an outdoor
group of girl students in sports gear,
a class in session, a father and child,

BAAIVOTHEEBZATYTIIA DAEHTH . BHEY >
SRR CERCETC BRDERRRS 7 1 7,

street scene in Blantyre City, children
at play, gulewamkulu dancers in
their regalia, village scene, and a
Japanese nurse at an underfives
clinic.

The editors and their artists have
added a number of free hand
drawings of scenes and animats in
fables.

On the last two pages are a list of
Chichewa words with translations
into English and then Japanese.
Japanese script is written from
left to right and the publication is
printed from left to right, as those in
Malawi are printed.

The publishers and editors of
the publication are former volunteers
who came to Malawi under the Japan
Overseas Cooperation Volunteers
(Jocv)
programme Which has operated
since 1971.

The ex-volunteers have formed
a society in Japan known as
Malawi Society ofJapan, or in
JapaneseNihon Malwi Kyokai.

The society aims at making Malawi
known to the Japanese and its
address is 2-18-14Gohongi, Meguro-
ku, Tokyo 102.

It has issued an open invitation to
Malawians visiting Japan to meet
members provided due notice is
given to them.

The person who sent the publication
to the Department is Mr. Mitsunume
Kaizuka, Executive Director of the
Malawi Society of Japan.

Since the JOCV programme came
into being in. 1971 some
410 volunteers have been to
Malawi to work here as teachers
of mathematics and science in
secondary schools, technilans in
government depaetments, nurses
in hospltals, health workers and
englneers in major proJects.

This year there are 90 volunnteers
in the country.

JOCV offices are on Chileka Road
in Nyambadwe suburb of Blantyre
City and the Resident Representative
in Malawi is Mr. Takashi Nagakura @
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My Impression in Aklta City

Arriving in Japan at Narita Airport in Tokyo in the afternoon of é6th July 1985,
indeed I was really in the new world. Throughout my long flight from Malawi which
took me three days, I was just imaging how I will be able to communicate in the

world of different languages

As I touched down in the beautiful city of Tokyo,
in its high technology and, if I can try to write each and everything i could
write a book. I was welcomed by members of Akita Government, who are responsible
for overseas students. And I was taken to a hotel where I met my fellow trainees
Communication was not a problem as the

everything was quite amazing

from Zambia, Nepal, Brazil andArgentina.
government members who welcomed me included our language teacher so whenever
there was anything we were going through him,

We left Tokyo by sleeping train to Akita and arrived the followlng morning in
Aklta. And we were met by the owner of dormitory and some members for the Akita
Government. The apartment owner warmly welcomed us and lead us to our rooms.
There are quite good and comfortatble rooms and we got everything arranged for
us. The weather then it was very hot as I could heardly sleep since when I was

leaving Lilongwe it was cold.

The first amazing thing was the removal of shoes when entering a house. Anyway
as the say that "do what the Romans do." Howevewr I tried to ask people why shoes
are removed and Iwas told it is their custom.

In Akita we were taken to the Governor who had recommended us to take our
He gave us ht freedom of going and mixing with Japanese people
culture and technical

training in Akita.
and learn as much as possible about the Japanese people,
development. It was a really lnteresting atmosphere regardless of our statues.
Hovever in general Japanese people are kind and very much interested in foreigners
regardless of skin colour. The clear-up keeping of the city of Akita gave me the
clean-minded people I couls work with.

The domltory food is quite good and there are trying as posslble to make us
feel at home. And I am as if in my home country. The food is not dlfferent. Only
differs in cooking and 1t was my filrst time to use "hashi." I really did have
problems to eat but now I am an expert in using "hashi." I remember oneday I went
to a hotel restaurant since on Sunday we eat wherever we like. I was given a fork

and knife and I did just the opposite until I asked for hashi.

We are not feeling home sick despite the language problem since there are
some organizations which are interested in foreign affairs. And from these group
you can pick a friend as there are some who want to learn English and we have
advantage of helping each other. As they try to teach us Japanese and we teach

them English.

the two-month language training I had has helped me a lot to
post office and some important

However,
communicate in essential places like hospital,
places. But in general "Nihongo Muzukashi,"mainly Hiragana. Now I can write and
read Katakana and Kanji. I wished that important places like "no smoking" could
be written in English, as a good smoker I am always afraid to make a mistake as I
will smoke where there is no smoking sign.

The overseas associationls trying its best to let us visit interesting places.
So far we visited Hachimantai, Tazawa-ko and Hokkaido. It is quite good not only
but culture and scenery of Japan. The people
They try to show interest in us.

to learn the technical skills,
in general are friendlyI, malnly older women.
Young boys and girls are shy. Mainly I have noticed that they are afraid to speak
English to avoid mistakes. Although they have English classes at school most of
them can write good English but to speak "Muzukashi."

My technical studies are progressing quite well. the only problems is language
and the equipments are a bit different, but however I am trying hard at least to
get something. Since here you have highly technical testing equipment of which
when I go home I will never have a chance of using those equipment when testing
any fault related to my career. However it's a good gift since the world is

changing and everything is changing technically.

My instructors are very much willing to teach me the operation and maintenance
of different equipment. My blg problems is the manuals since there are inJapanese,
as I have said I cannot read them. But there are some kind people who are willing
to translate for me. Particularly my Japanese teacher Mr.Kitagawa is doing all

the best for me to translate

However I am glad to be in Japan and see things for myself and at the same time
I will be highly technically trained in my field for the development of my country
and I only hope one-day I will have another change of vislting this wonderful
country.

Griffin Rashid Kunje

Africa Malawi

29years old

Trainee in High Voltage Switch Gear
Address : ¢/o wakoryo
Barajima 2-chome
Akita-shi
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